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HYNAM BRIDGE – REDUCTION IN WEIGHT LIMIT FROM 26 
TONNES MAXIMUM GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT TO 10 
TONNES MAXIMUM GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report advises members of the Highways and Transport Working 
Group (“the Working Group”) of the outcome of the statutory 
advertisement and consultation on the proposed reduction in weight 
limit on Hynam Bridge, as referred to in paragraph 3.1 of this report. 
The proposed changes have been requested by Cumbria County 
Council Bridges Team following an assessment of the bridge.

1.2 This report seeks a recommendation from the Working Group that 
Local Committee agree to introduce the Order referred to at paragraph 
3.1 of this report, as advertised.

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 In considering any implications, members must consider if there are 
any adverse effects on the community and if the proposals impact on 
the Council’s commitments for -
 To protect and enhance Cumbria’s world class environment
 To provide safe and well maintained roads and an effective 

transport network
2.2 The measures contained in the proposals contribute to these 

commitments by continuing to ensure the Council are able to provide 
an effective, efficient and safe Highway Network.

2.3 No significant equality implications have been identified at this stage, 
and the statutory processes provide the mechanisms for any Equality 
issues to be raised and aired.



3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That Members of the Working Group recommend that Local Committee,  
agree to bring into operation The County of Cumbria (U1210 Hynam 
Bridge, near Castle Carrock) (Prohibition of Heavy Commercial 
Vehicles over 10 Tonnes Maximum Gross Vehicle Weight) Order 20>< 
(“the Order”) as advertised. 

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 The proposed reduction in the existing 26 tonnes maximum gross vehicle 
weight limit to 10 tonnes maximum gross vehicle weight, is as a result of a 
request received from the Cumbria County Council Bridges Team.

4.2 A recent inspection has revealed that Hynam Bridge, located on the U1210, 
is too weak to cater for vehicles up to 26 tonnes in weight and should 
therefore be reduced to 10 tonnes. A plan showing the location of the bridge 
is attached as Appendix 1.

4.3 The Order was consulted and advertised upon, with the statutory objection 
period expiring on 6 September 2019.

4.4 Cumbria Fire Service gave the initial response to the Statutory Consultation:-
“Given the fact that there are two residential properties on the east side 
of the bridge, I have carried out a survey of the weights for the 
appliances most likely to attend any incident at this location. Currently 
we have two different appliance types that may attend and they weigh 
13.8 tonnes and 13 tonnes. As you can see they are significantly 
heavier than the proposed weight restriction. In order for us to make a 
realistic plan to deal with any potential life incident, can you please 
confirm any safety margins that may be taken into account during an 
emergency”.

4.5 The Highways Service informed the Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service that 
unfortunately the 13 tonne Emergency Vehicle would be too heavy for the 
Hynam Bridge and the MGV weight the Bridge could take is 10 tonnes. 
Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service have advised that they have a fire 
appliance with a MGV of 8.2 tonnes which is currently located in Lazonby, 
and they also have a contingency plan for some areas where a mobilised 
support vehicle is used to transport required equipment.   On that basis 
Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service have withdrawn their objection to the 
Order.

4.6 The County of Cumbria (U1210 Hynam Bridge, near Castle Carrock) 
(Prohibition of Heavy Commercial Vehicles over 26 tonnes maximum Gross 
Vehicle Weight) Order 2012, a copy of which is attached as Appendix 2, will 
be revoked in its entirety, if the Order is brought into operation.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Members can agree to the Recommendation at paragraph 3.1.
5.2 Members may choose not to agree to the recommendation at paragraph 3.1.



6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are no costs to the Local Committee of implementing the proposal 
relating to recommendation at paragraph 3.1, which is estimated at £2,500, 
which is to be funded from the central bridges capital maintenance budget. It 
is anticipated that majority of this estimate will come out of the 19/20 budget.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 The County Council, as Traffic Authority, must take into consideration the 
matters contained in section 122(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
(“the 1984 Act”) detailed below, in considering whether it is expedient to 
agree to the implementation of the Order detailed in this Report for the 
reasons specified at sections 1(1)(a), 1(1))b) and 1(1)(d) of the 1984 Act, 
namely: -
(a) for avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the road or any 

other road or for preventing the likelihood of any such danger arising, 
or

(b) for preventing damage to the road or to any building on or near the 
road, or

(c) for preventing the use of the road by vehicular traffic of a kind which, 
or its use by vehicular traffic in a manner which, is unsuitable having 
regard to the existing character of the road or adjoining property.

7.2 Under Section 122(2), the matters which must be taken into account in 
exercising that duty are: -
(a) The desirability of securing and maintaining reasonable access to 

premises;
(b) the effect on amenities of an area;
(c) the national air quality strategy prepared under section 80 of the 

Environment Act 1995;
(d) the importance of facilitating the passage of public service vehicles 

and of securing the safety and convenience of persons using or 
desiring to use such vehicles; and

(e) any other matters appearing to the authority to be relevant.
7.3 Local Committees may, pursuant to Part 2D, paragraph 5.1.2(g) of the 

Constitution, approve the making of traffic regulation orders in accordance 
with powers under Parts I, II and IV of the Road Traffic Regulation act 1984, 
except for the making of Traffic Regulation Orders which involve the 
introduction for on-street residents permits, which are delegated to the 
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure subject to a decision of the 
appropriate member body to introduce such charges.



8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 The County Council, as traffic authority needs to constantly review and 
update traffic restrictions to suit changing circumstances and to aid traffic 
management.  The proposed reduction in weight limit is as a direct result of 
an assessment of the bridge by the County Council’s Bridges Team.

Angela Jones
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure 

November 2019

APPENDICES

Appendix 1 – Location Plan for Hynam Bridge, U1210
Appendix 2 – Copy of TRO to be revoked, Hynam Bridge
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